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Preserving:  ■ Family farms  ■ Soil  ■ Scenic views

■ Rivers & streams  ■ cultural sites  ■ Scenic byways 

■ Ground WAter  ■ Rural character

Clarke County Easement News

Quarterly newsletter published by the Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority 
dedicated to preserving properties with natural, cultural or scenic resources worthy of protection

Photo Contest Winners Announced
Exhibit Opens March 19th at Fire House Gallery in Berryville

L
ast fall the Authority challenged area 
photographers to shoot photos of Clarke 
County’s magnificent open spaces and enter 
them in a contest to be judged by noted 

editorial and commercial photographer, Matthew Klein.
     The goals of the competition were to: 

n Honor the opening of the Clarke County Historical 
   Association’s museum exhibit “Our Land Is Our 
   Legacy.” 	
n Celebrate Clarke County’s abundant natural riches 
   and perhaps most important,		  	
n Raise awareness about the importance of protecting 
   Clarke’s open space for future generations.

     Twenty-four photographers, representing every town 
in Clarke County, accepted the challenge, submitting 
a total of 65 photographs. Klein singled out eleven 
winners: 

Richard Campbell
Jo Domenica
Christy Dunkle 
Tim Farmer
Janet Hitchen
Bonnie Jacobs
Carol Joyce
Steve Lee
John Lewis
Emily Mason
Karen Shull

     
Commenting on 
the entries, Klein 

said, “It was a very sophisticated 
group of images, and I had great difficulty choosing 

winners. These are the ones that resonated with me 
personally.”

Don’t Miss It … and Help Spread the Word!
     The photographs will be on view in a special 
exhibit “Photo Contest Winners: Celebrating Open 
Space” in the debut exhibit at the new Fire House 
Gallery in Berryville, Virginia. Klein will attend the 
opening on Friday, March 19th. The show runs 
through Saturday, April 3rd.  
     Bring family and friends to see the amazing 
photographs that capture the incredible beauty of 
Clarke in every season and remind us of our 
responsibility to be wise and watchful stewards of our 
bountiful resources.  

Supervisors Authorize Amendment 
to Easement Purchase Program
Authority Receives 21 Applications 

The County relies on federal           
and state grants to 

supplement local funding for 
easement purchases. These 
programs require a lengthy 
grant application process 
as well as an appraisal of 
properties considered for grant 
funding. Many recent purchase 
applications have not met the grant 
criteria but do have conservation values that the Easement 
Authorities would like to protect.
      To expand opportunities for purchase of easements on these 
properties, the Board of Supervisors approved an amendment at its 
November 17, 2009 meeting allowing the Authority to establish a 
second purchase option. “Option B” establishes a set price for each 
Dwelling Unit Right (DUR) the property owner retires, depending 
upon the property score and owner Income. (The easement 
purchase program was established to provide funding opportunities 
to low- and moderate-income farmers who may not be eligible for 
tax credits.)  
     Properties with scores under 48 would be paid a maximum 
of $25,000 per DUR retired. Parcels over 52 would be paid a 
maximum of $40,000 per DUR retired. For properties scoring in the 
discretionary range (48-52), the value would be determined by the 
Authority on a case-by-case basis.
     This alternate approach is already being used by several Virginia 
localities including Fauquier County, Stafford County and Virginia 
Beach and offers distinct advantages to all sides:

n Property owner: Receives a quick-cash return in exchange 
   for extinguishing unneeded DURs. 
n County:  Saves staff time processing applications
n Community: Gets less sprawl and more open space 

     Option A will be used when the property is deemed eligible 
for funding from the federal Farm and Ranchland Protection grant. 
Option B will be used for purchase requests that qualify for other 
state and federal grant funding.  
     Though the amendment was approved only recently, the 
Authority has already used Option B to close on four easements 
totaling 179 acres and retire eight DURs.  

Would YOUR Property Qualify? 
To be considered for this new purchase program–funded by state 
and local funds–your property must meet the following criteria:

1 Have at least one extra DUR remaining on the property
2 Be in the Agricultural or Forestal zoning district 
    (most of the County)
3 Be eligible for use value taxation (minimum 6 acres in the 
    valley and 21 acres on the mountain)
4 Have conservation value (as determined by the 
    scoring process) 

      Conservation values include open space, natural resources (such  
    as streams), agriculture, forestry, or historic structures.

Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority

Photo Contest Winners:

Celebrating Open Space

March 19 to April 3, 2010

Fire House Gallery

23 East Main Street

Berryville, Virginia

Opening March 19th · 6pm

Tuesday:  10 am–3 pm

Wednesday & Thursday:  10 am–5 pm

Friday:  10 am–8 pm

Saturday:  10 am–3 pm

An Exhibit Honoring the Clarke County

Historical Association’s New Museum



THANK YOU DONORS For Your Generous & Ongoing Support!
Robert Adams
Donald & Prudence Anderson
Paz Andrae
Scott & Doris Andres
Harry Lee Arnold, Jr.
Audley Farm
Jeff & Karen Babaie
Matthew Baker
Timothy & Barbara Bandyke
Jim Barb
Michael & Raymond Barbehenn
Robert Barnes
Barbara Batterton
Hobart & Shelia Bauhan
Tom & Ann Beard
Harry Benham, III
Donn & Lorene Besselievre
John Bieschke
Charles & Penni Blake
Eric Blankenship
Doris Bloch
Blue Ridge Hunt
David & Mary Borger
Donald & Joyce Borrmann
Deborah L. Boswell
Barbara A. Boughton
Mary Brisco
Charles Bruce
Clyde Brumback
Charles Buck
Randy Buckley
Tom & Jo Bundy
Edward & Margaret Burks, Jr.
John Burris
Sarah Burton
Judy, Jerry, & Keith Butler
Beverley Byrd
Leontine C. Smith
Donald & Diane Cady
Sara Caldwell
Anne Caldwell
Robert & Sandra Calhoun
J.E. & Teresa Callahan
Bruce Cameron
John & Page Carter
Jane Caspar
Rick & Terri Catlett
Mary Chamberlayne
Robert Chandler, Jr.
Charles & Margaret Chase
Lionel & Ann Chisholm
James Church
Jane Church
Beth Clark & Tom Baughan
Clarke County Equine Alliance /
   Robina R. Bouffault
Patricia Cobb
Jay Cohen
Peter & Elizabeth Cook
William Cook, Jr.
Ursula Coulson
Bonnie J. Darr
David S. & Kelly C. DeLozier
Alan Demmerle
Walter & Claire Devine
Tom Dickinson
James H. Dillon

W. Lawrence Duncan
Robinson & Reagan Duncan
Christy Dunkle
Joan Dunning
A.R. Pete Dunning, Jr.
Jay & Peggy Duvall
Elizabeth P. Edwards
Todd & Stephanie Ellis
Robert G. Elwell
Cary Embury
Frances C. Endicott
Peter & Kathleen Engel
Richard T. Erb
Roxanne Erskine
Donald & Rose Fairman
Farm Bureau
Juliana Fehr
Judd Feltner
Barbara & Andy Ferrari
Norman & Joan Fine
Martin Fleming & Sarah French
Marguerite Peet Foster
Ned W. Fredrickson
Alan & Cathy Fredrickson
Samuel Freeman
John Friant / Friant Enterprises
Barry & Nancy Fry
Edna & James Garland, Jr.
Boyd Garlock
Jerome Garver & Sharon
William & Barbara Genda
Charles Gillespie
Hortencia Gilpin
Roxie Gorham
Vernon & M. Leann Grapes
Terry & Jim Green
Greenway Garden Club
Ruth B. Gross
Joe & Susie Guenther
Judith Hahn
Janet Hamer
Peter & Nini Hapworth
Jeff & Celie Harris
Harry Harris & Patsy Aikey
Wallace Hartsook
John & Ann Heard
Joseph & Lucia Henderson
Joanne Herrera
Thomas H. Hill
Michael Hobert
Dirck T. Holscher & Karen Fox
Holy Cross Abbey
Robert & Jennifer Hornbaker
Lesley Houston
C.P. Howells
Jo & Pearce Hunt
James Zack / Hunt Club Farms
Robert P. Irwin
Edward Irwin
Douglas & Diane Jackson
David & Candy Jackson
David & Dorothy Jelinek
Mark & Janet Jenkins
Chuck & Carla Johnston
Matthew Jones, MD & 
   Diane Sheehey
Robert & Charlotte Kern

Gary Kerns
Kelly & Diana Kincannon
Melvin L. Kohn
June & Warren Krupshaw
Lucas Kulczycki
Arnulfo Labasbas
Mary Jane Lee
John & Marjorie Lewis
Eric & Sara Lieser
Marilyn Lister
Virginia B. Lloyd
Joy & Carey Lokey
Gerald W. Lunt
Justin & Meridith Mackay-Smith
Matthew & Wingate Mackay-Smith
Justin & Meridith Mackay-Smith
Juliet Mackay-Smith
A. & Leigh Mackay-Smith, Jr.
Jane Mandelbaum
Neil Manger
Mark Paulson & Eunice Murray
Richard Marzolf
Sean & Emily Mason
Charles & Tamra McAtee
Winslow McCagg
Col. Lester & Catherine McConville
Rebecca White McCoy
P.T. McIntire
Bill & Anne McIntosh
Louise McKay
Stephanie McKay
Branson McKay & Maral Kalbian
Patsy McKelvy
Russell McKelway, MD & 
   Laura Dabinett, MD
Ashley W. McLain
William & Leslie McLean
William J. McShea
Howard & Ihrie Means
Michael Miller
Liz Millikin
Giel & Diane Millner
Virginia Page Mitchell
Virginia Watkins Mitchell
Bob & Suzie Moberly
Michael & Gwen Morris 
Harry Morris, III & Loren Dearborn
Tom & Lisa Murphy
Joseph & Tamara Myer
Eric & Martha Myer
Irene Nasar
Joseph & Lois Nolter
David & Deb Norman
Charles Nulsen, III
George L. Ohrstrom, II
Jean Patten
Mark Paulson & Eunice Murray
Barbara Payne & Noel Grove
C.W. Payne, Inc.
Mitchell & Susan Peoples
Kate Petranech
Claudia Pierce
Roberta & Iona Pillion
John & Ann Pinto
Bryan & Beth Plater
Harold B. Plummer
Sigrid Pollari

Eileen Powell
John Pratt
Kenneth & Judy Pruitt
Thomas & Jane Radford
Marc & Eileen Read
Joseph S. Reiff
Althea D. Richards
Rick Wallace & Tim Harvey
Charles & Linda Roberts
George & Christine Roberts
Roseville Veterinary Clinic, P.C.
Christian & Gail Rousseau
James & Mary Ruos
Jesse Russell
Todd & Laurie Saunders
Evelyn Saverine
Jack Schutte
Lee & Terrie Sheaffer
Joseph & Denise Sipe
Nick & Kathy Smart
Lowell Smith
Patsy & Norm Smith
Jeffrey & Jennifer Sharp Smith
Nicholas Snow & Cathleen McCoy
Bob & Janet Soonthornchai
Susan S. Sorensen
John Staelin & Elizabeth Locke
Sid & Sara Stern
Stern Foundation
Eric R. & Kathryn L. Steuer
Harry & Doris Stimpson, III
John Stockman
Andrew & Bess Stuart
Carol Sullivan
Sunglow Industries
Lilburn Talley
Alison Teetor
Phillip S. Thomas
Vern Underwood & Carol Schiebel
Mary M. Vidaver
Bathroy Vidaver
Bob & Jeanne Wade
Robert M. Walker
M.W. Bell Watkins
David & Anne Weiss
Jeffrey & Christie Anne Weiss
Karel Wennink
Margaret Wester
Eugene V. White
Mary Catherine Willard
Wendy & Tracy Williams
Sylvia Wilson
Mildred Dunn Wilson
WRN Enterprises
Thomas & Lisa Yannucci
Young Soon Yoon
Alan & Sharon Young
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Please join these individuals in helping preserve open space in Clarke County. Complete and mail 
this form together with your check or credit card instructions in an envelope to the address below.   

YES! I want to help preserve open space in Clarke County.  
n Please accept the enclosed donation in the amount checked below made payable to Clarke County 
Conservation Easement Authority.

n Instead, please charge my credit card for the amount checked below. n MasterCard   n VISA

Account Number  	 	 	 	 	 	 Exp. Date

Name as it appears on the account 

Signature 

■ $15  ■ $25  ■ $35  ■ $50  ■ $75  ■ $100  ■ Other $_____

Name

Address

City	 	 	 	 	  State	 	      ZIP
Make check payable to: Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority and mail to the address at left.

Clarke County 
Conservation 
Easement 
Authority 
101 Chalmers Court
Berryville, VA  22611

Your 

contribution 

is 100% 

tax deductible!


